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" With an eye for atfectingly quotid-

. lan detail; Zisd Doueirl makes ““'West

© Buirat”™ o Iargely “autobiographieai

.- account of war brewing in his native:

. Lebanon, ¢irca 1675, *During the

- fifist years of the bivil war, despite -

the anxiety that I could sense in my -
parents, I was Incapable of fesling it

ggyself," he has said about the events

scribed here, “T wesn't horn with

fear: T acquired it His tim de-

:’L‘?Md hiw thiat happaped, step by

p. - .
&Making his debut feature in a film
that will be shown tonight &t 8 and
tormorrow at & P.M. at the New Di-
tectors/New Flims  serles,” Mr.
Douelr] (who has worked rs & cam.
eraman on films by Quentin Taran.
tino and Robert Rodriguer, and has
the visual ingenuity those - credits
guggest) caata his yoanger brothar fn
its, central role. Rami Douelr! plays
the teen-age Tarek, the only son of
parenta who dote on him, In this
Household, where the- parents are
worldly and epinjonated, Tarek's
complaints about attending a French
schoul ure 3 main source of sirife_
untll larger criges. abruptly  leave
their mark. .
rWith the April 1975 magézacre of a
*  busload of civilians, Betrut is sudden-
Iy-on its way to becoming a war zone,
It'becomes a divided elty, with mili-
tary checkpoints even for a Muslim
nptive ke Tarek's father (Jozeph
Bow Nassard and danger zones .
where not even the most intrepid
sthonlboy ought to go, L
-.But nelther Tarek nor his friends
are inclined to play It 2afe or take ng
fdr an answer. So they roam through
-the city guided by the factors that
most matter ta them, like finding s
place that will develop Super 8- mav-
iez they furtively took of an older
man's sexy new girlfriend, At fivet’
thisy travel blithely, but the fiim
shbws hew the war affecta even hap- -
plly indifferent teet-agers. It's no -
longer eagy for a Muslim like Tarek
ti be smitten with-May {Rola al-
Amin), who wears a crucitix arcund
hér neck, And Tarek's frisnd Omar
(Mohammed Chamas), who Instigat-
ed taking the nsughiy pletores and
hag an “Airport 1875" poster In his
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Saftinday,

S cm Boaking Tiksfnational
“Mohammed Chamiag and Rola al-
Armin in “West Beirut,”

Dirattad by Ziad Dousicl; written (in Arebic
and Prench, with Engian subtitles) by Mr.

. Douadri; director of phatography, Ricards
-Jucquas Gile; edited. by Damistque Mar

combe; nusto by Stewdrt Copaland; produc-
tion designer, Hames Nasrallah; producad by
Rachid Boucharsh and Jean Brehat. Today at
& P.M, and tomorrow at, 3 P.M, ut the Roy and
Nita Titys Theater, Mussum of Modam Art,

RE rem of the A8th New Dirsctars/New Pllms
88T,

8 of the Film faciaty of Lincein Canler
ond Department of Film of The Muzseum of
Modern Art. Running time: 108 minstes. Thin
Hirt i5 not reged.

WATH: Rami Dounirl (Tarek), Mohammet
Chamay (Omar), Rola sl-Auiin (May), Care

. men Lehbos (Halu), Joseph Bou Naggar

(Riud} and Liliane Nemiry (Naighbor).

room, & suddenty being told by his
newly fundamentalist father that he
musat fast for Ramadan and give up *

‘theater, cinoma and rack-and-rall, |

With a feisty, ballevable perform-
gnce from his brother Rami, Mr.
Doueirt gradually shows its hero

_coming of age while war destroys alt *

the ordineriness In this teen-agar's !

Itfe. It watches ag the rubhle pilas up,-

the streets grow more dengerops |
and the kindly local grocer has to
cipe with a desperate bread lne.,
“West Betrut” registers - (hese
changes in sometimex predictable,

dutiful fashion but there's no mistak-
ing the grief at the heart of itg story,
The fllm’s English subtitles some-
times Inject levity where it's least
expected, as with “Holy-mely maca-
ronl]” or ““Yeu're shish-kebabing
mel’™ or “You drive lke Steve
McQueen!' The boys' piguant excla-
metion at the sight of 3 Leautiful
watnan is “What a plece of lamh!”
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